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which should be rigidly followed and the moral precepts
to which great attention should be paid. Throughout
the Koran, sin is constantly recognized but condoned.
Thus, in the fourth sura of this Book we read, "God is
minded to make your religion light unto you, for men
are created weak.7' Another type of analysis—a fresh
outlook on the question is given by Mr. Toynbee in "The
"Western Question in Greece and Turkey:" "The uncon-
scious grievance of the West against Islam is not
that Islam is incompatible with progress of any kind
for we are really practically indifferent to progress
or stagnation on Islamic lines. We really resent the fact
that Islam offers an alternative system of life to our
own—Christian and Islam, Europe and Asia, civilization
and barbarism." These "three false antitheses," of
which the Moslem-Christian conflict is the most her-
alded, are responsible for many warped conceptions by
Westerners.
Actually, it is too much to expect that Oriental spec-
tacles may be adjusted to Occidental eyes, or Occidental
spectacles to Oriental eyes. The accustomed vision is
wholly different. The Mohammedans associate Chris-
tianity with the Crusades and with the modern adherents
of the Eastern and Western Churches. They express
surprise at the irregular churchgoing, and the scant out-
ward manifestation of devotions. Have they not good
ground for questioning either the greatness of the relig-
ion or the insincerity of the communicant? They are
indignant over the terrible commercialized vice, main-
tained by the Greeks largely in the "Christian" sections,
Galata and Pera, while Stamboul and Scutari are notori-
ously free from the contamination. They rebel against
alcoholic drink and drunkenness, punishing the latter
with scores of real floggings. The typical Moslems see
nothing inherently wrong in polygamy and criticise Chris-
tians for illicit intrigues. They do not recognize that

